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National Geothermal Data System (NGDS) 

NGDS is a catalog of 
documents and datasets 
that provide information 
about geothermal 
resources within the 
United States, including 
information from other 
parts of the world, used 
to: 
 Determine geothermal 

potential 
 Guide exploration and 

development 
 Make data-driven policy 

decisions 
 Minimize development 

risks 
 Understand how 

geothermal activities 
affect your community 
and the environment; 

 Guide investments 
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http://geothermaldata.org/ 
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Open Data Policy Requirements NGDS Capabilities 

Domain: all federal agency data; all research data 

funded by federal agencies 
Works for all digital data 

Legal Status: Executive Order DOE-GTO funded 

Public access at no cost X 

Searchable/ discoverable X 

Interoperability X 

Scalability X 

Metadata core requirements X 

Open Source X 

Assistance/Education for data creators and end 

users 
X 

Community building efforts X 

Description Requirements (What info, access 

requirements) 
X 

Federal Open Data Policy 
How does NGDS stack up? 
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GTO Program Area 
FY12  
Data Items 

FY13  
Data Items 

Enhanced Geothermal Systems 12 128 

Innovative Exploration 
Technologies 

0 19 

Low-Temperature Co-Produced 
Resources 

17 38 

Systems Analysis 0 7 

Ground Source Heat Pumps 0 28 

In FY13, the number of data items in the DOE 
Geothermal Data Repository has increased  

DOE – Geothermal Data Repository  
Node on the National Geothermal Data System 
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Federal Guidance – Open Data Policy 
Managing Information as an Asset 

“Information is a valuable national 
resource and a strategic asset to the 
Federal Government, its partners, 
and the public. . . Departments must 
manage information as an asset 
throughout its life cycle to promote 
openness and interoperability. . . “ 

“Specifically, this memorandum requires 
agencies to collect or create information in 
a way that supports downstream 
information processing and dissemination 
activities. . . Using machine readable and 
open formats, data standards, and common 
core and extensible metadata for all new 
information creation and collection efforts . 
. . “ 


